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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-16 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(cJ) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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Office Action for 
Applicant's Amendment 
Received on 10/6/2003 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1, 7, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crisp (US 
6,282,436 Bl) in view of Johnson et al. (US 2002/0132,633). 

Regarding claim 1, Crisp teaches a portable telephone apparatus (figure in cover page) 
having a slide cover sleeve 3 (figure in cover page, col. 2, lines 27-36). Crip's cover has 
similar function of the flip lid, for covering the surface of the telephone device with changing 
position. 

Crisp teaches a portable telephone apparatus comprising a radio circuit section for 
transmitting and receiving a signal to/from a radio base station; and a radio control circuit for 
controlling said radio circuit section (the microprocessor 7 in Fig. 2, as the radio control 
circuit for controlling the radio circuit, transceiver 7 to/from the base station, col. 3, lines 31- 
35). 

Crisp teaches a radio control circuit section changes a responding method for responding to 
an incoming call when opening the flip lid is determined based on a detection result by said 
flip lid state detecting circuit (the slide cover is open for using key 1 la to answering the 
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incoming call, and using multiple-purpose key 16 for answering incoming call when slide 
cover is detected to be closed, col. 4, lines 15-43, for changing the responding method for 
responding to an incoming call when detecting the slide cover changes the position). Further, 
Crisp teaches the usage of any key to answering the incoming call when slide cover is open 
(col. 6, line 63 to col. 7, line 15). 

Crisp does not clearly teach the flip lid, and the circuit for detecting an opening/closing state 
of the flip lid, although Crisp discloses the detection circuit for the sliding cover's position 
(in col. 3, line 53 to col. 4, line 19; and the method shown in Fig. 4-12). 
Johnson teaches the circuit for detecting the positions of the cover 2, having the guide rail, 
such that the call answering method can be changed based on the position of cover 2 
(abstract, summary of invention). Johnson teaches the cover 2 of the radiotelephone is in 
closed position and using button 6 for manually answering incoming call, and when cover 2 
is in extended position, the incoming call is automatically answered by sliding the cover 2 
outwards (abstract, [0036, 0038]). Johnson teaches the efficiently technique for answering 
incoming call by with the sliding cover extended (background of invention, summary of 
invention). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to modify Crisp to Johnson's cover 2 position for changing the manually 
answering of the incoming call to automatic answering the incoming, such that the portable 
telephone could efficiently answer incoming call automatically. 
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Regarding claim 7, Crisp teaches the control circuit section changes the responding method 
for responding the incoming call, using key 1 la or key 16, depending upon the position of 
the slide cover, as shown above. Crisp teaches the answering of incoming call from pressing 
the predetermined key 1 la to a plurality of predetermined key which is the any key could 
answering the incoming call when slide cover is open (as shown above in col. 6, line 63 to 
col. 7, line 15). 

Regarding claim 9, a changing method of a responding, Johnson has shown above for the 
changing method of responding to answering call based on the flip cover and detecting of the 
flip cover's position for determining an opening/closing state. 

2. Claims 2, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crisp in view of 
Phillips (US 5,987,311). 

Crisp does not clearly teach the antenna state detecting circuit and the changes a responding 
method for responding to an incoming call based on antenna detection. 
Regarding claim 2, Phillips teaches a portable cellular telephone (abstract) having the 
antenna detection circuit (figure in cover page) for detecting an extending/contraction state of 
the extensible antenna (col. 4, lines 15-43) for enabling/disabling keypad 16 for answering 
call. Phillips teaches the changes of a responding method for responding incoming based 
upon the detected antenna position (as shown in col. 6, lines 53-58, the incoming telephone 
call will be answered by extending the antenna to the extending state). Further, Phillips 
teaches the software could be configured for answering call when the antenna's position is 
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changed, does not matter with the antenna's position is at extended or closed position (col. 5, 
lines 27-31). Phillips provides the solution for conveniently answering the incoming call 
based on the antenna position (col. 1, line 55 to col. 2, line 66), and using software, such that 
user could efficiently answer the incoming call. Phillips teaches the software for configuring 
to answering incoming call based upon antenna's position change such that the portable 
telephone could efficiently answer the incoming call by changing the antenna's position. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Crisp, and to include Phillips' software for configuring to answering 
incoming call based upon antenna's position change, such that the portable telephone could 
efficiently answering the incoming call by changing the antenna's position. 
Regarding a radio circuit for transmitting and receiving a signal to/from a radio base station, 
and a radio control circuit section for controlling said radio circuit; referring to examiner's 
comment in claim 1 above, from Crisp. 

Regarding claim 10, the changing method of a responding, referring to examiner's comment 
in claim 2 above, Johnson teaches the changing method of a responding to answering 
incoming call. 

3. Claims 3, 8, 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crisp in view 
of Johnson, and further in view of Paterson et al. (US 5,557,653). 

Crisp and Johnson do not teach clearly the earphone. 
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Regarding claim 3, Paterson teaches a radio circuit section for transmitting and receiving (Rx 
109, Tx 108, in figure of cover page). Paterson teaches a radio control circuit for controlling 
the radio circuit section (the microprocessor 121 as shown in figure of cover page). Paterson 
teaches a plug detecting circuit for detecting a state of putting a plug into the earphone jack 
(111, figure in cover page, col. 4, lines 21-27) for detecting the insertion of the headset 102, 
to allow user to answer call without touching the wireless telephone (col. 2, lines 53-59). 
Paterson teaches the radio control circuit section changes a responding method for 
responding to an incoming call when putting the plug is determined based on detection result 
by said plug detecting circuit (the detecting of headset is inserted for selectively enabling 
headset speaker 116, and selectively enabling handset's speaker 106 when headset is not 
plugged in the jacket 111; figure in cover page and Fig. 3, steps 302, 304, 316, 505, 315 for 
the method of changing a responding to answering the incoming call based on the presence 
or absence of the headset 102's speaker 116, earphone). Paterson provides the solution for 
allows user to answering call using headset, and monitoring of the presence/absence of the 
headset detection result (abstract), such that the user could answer call without touching the 
telephone device (shown above, in col. 2, lines 53-59). Paterson teaches the user for 
answering call using headset, such that the user could simply answer call without touching 
the telephone device, by using the headset. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention, essentially if not obvious, to modify and 
include Paterson' s allowing user to answering call using headset, to Crisp as modified above, 
such that the user could simply answer call without touching the telephone device, by using 
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the headset. Regarding transmitting or receiving signal to/from a radio base station, referring 
to Crisp above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 8, Paterson has taught above the automatic responding method for 
answering of incoming call without touching the wireless telephone, for the changing method 
from manual responding in Crisp using key 1 la or key 16, to automatic responding in 
Paterson. Besides, Phillips has shown the extending of the antenna would automatically 
answering incoming call. 

Regarding claim 11, Johnson has taught above the changing method for responding method, 
and Paterson has taught (steps in Fig. 3) the headset 102, earphone, for changing the method 
for answering the incoming call based on the detected plugged in state of the headset at jack 



4. Claims 4, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crisp-'436 Bl 
in view of Phillips-' 31 1, and further in view of Paterson- '653. 

Regarding claim 4, Phillips has taught above the antenna state detecting circuit for detecting 
an extension/contraction state of the antenna for changing a responding method for 
responding to an incoming call based on the detected antenna position, such that the user 
could conveniently answer the incoming call. 

Paterson, has taught a plug detecting circuit for headset, earphone, for changing a responding 
method for responding to an incoming call by putting the plug to the jack 1 1 1 . As shown 
above, Paterson provides the solution for allows user to answering call using headset, and 



111. 
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monitoring of the presence/absence of the headset detection result (abstract), such that the 
user could answer call without touching the telephone device (shown above, in col. 2, lines 
53-59). Paterson teaches user for answering call using headset, to Phillips, such that the user 
could simply answer call without touching the telephone device, by using the headset. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Phillips, and to include Paterson' s allowing user to answering call using 
headset, such that the user could simply answer call without touching the telephone device, 
by using the headset. 

Regarding transmitting or receiving signal to/from a radio base station, referring to Crisp 
above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 12, Phillips has taught above the answering call based on the antenna 
position. Paterson has shown above for the changing method, as shown in his figure of cover 
page, steps in Fig. 3, for the changing the responding based upon the antenna extension and 
the putting the plug in jack for earphone. 

5. Claims 5, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crisp-'436 Bl 
in view of Paterson-' 65 3 and further in view of Phillips-' 31 1. 

Regarding claim 5, Phillips, has shown above, teaches the antenna freely loaded, unload, for 
responding to detected antenna position for answering call, for changing the responding 
method by configuring the software to answer the incoming call, as shown above. 
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Paterson teaches a plug detecting circuit for headset, earphone, for changing a responding 
method for responding to an incoming call by putting the plug to the jack 1 1 1 . As shown 
above, Paterson provides the solution for allows user to answering call using headset, and 
monitoring of the presence/absence of the headset detection result (abstract), such that the 
user could answer call without touching the telephone device (shown above, in col. 2, lines 
53-59). Paterson teaches user to answering call using headset, to Phillips, such that the user 
could simply answer call without touching the telephone device, by using the headset. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify Phillips, and to include Paterson's allowing user to answering call using 
headset, such that the user could simply answer call without touching the telephone device, 
by using the headset. 

Regarding transmitting or receiving signal to/from a radio base station, referring to Crisp 
above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 13, Phillips has taught above the antenna's positions for the changing 
method of a responding to incoming call is performed. 

6. Claims 6, 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crisp-*436 
Bl in view of Johnson, and further in view of Ulveland (US 6,215,993 Bl). 

Regarding claim 6, Ulveland teaches a timer used for releasing the changed responding 
method after a predetermined time (in col. 5, lines 18-35; for the automatically answering 
incoming call after the preview timer is expired and user has not press any key input yet, for 
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previewing of the caller's ID, col. 2, lines 1-18, Fig. 1, 2, 6, 7). The user can activate 
preprogrammed responding key during the preview time period, for changing the answering 
method as shown in col. 2, line 14-18; col. 5, lines 28-35). Ulveland provides the techniques 
for answering incoming call with predetermined preview time for allow user verifying 
caller's ID, for pressing preprogrammed key for answering incoming call. Ulveland teaches 
the system can be upgraded for incoming call security, by allowing a previewing period for 
caller's ID for selectively answering incoming call with preprogrammed key. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention, 
essentially if not obvious, to modify Crisp as modified above, and to include Ulveland's 
answering incoming call with predetermined preview timer for allowing user to verify 
caller's ID, and pressing pre-programmed key for answering call, such that the system could 
be upgraded for incoming call security, by allowing a previewing period for caller's ID for 
selectively answering incoming call with preprogrammed key. 

Regarding claim 14, Ulvelan has taught above in claim 1, the changing method for releasing 
the changed responding after the timer expires. Ulveland has explained the method in his 
steps in Fig. 6, 7 for the changing method of using the previewing timer for caller ID for 
answering call. 

Regarding claim 15, a changing method from pressing a predetermined specific key to 
plurality of any keys, Crisp has explained the changing method by using the specific key 11a, 
the any keys, for answering incoming call in the specifications and figures. 
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Regarding claim 16, a changing method from manual responding to automatic responding, 
Paterson has shown above the automatic responding method for answering of incoming call 
without touching the wireless telephone, for the changing method from manual automatic. 
Ulveland also teaches the manual responding by pressing pre-programmed key before timer 
expiring, and the automatic responding incoming call if no key being pressed after timer 
expired. 



7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Regarding applicant's argument for the no teachings for the flip-lid position, and the 
changing of the responding method of the incoming call, from a first manual method to a 
second automatic responding method, the grounds of rejection has been changed by replacing 
Kim- '984 Bl with Johnson et al. (US 2002/0132,633 Al). Johnson et al. ("Johnson") teaches 
the radiotelephone having cover 2 for manually answering incoming call using button 6 when 
cover 2 is in closed position, and when cover 2 is in extended position, the incoming call is 
automatically answered by sliding the cover 2 outwards (abstract, [0036, 0038]). Johnson 
teaches the efficiently technique for answering incoming call by with the sliding cover 
extended (background of invention, summary of invention). 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Charles Chow whose telephone number is (703)-306-5615. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 



Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 
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Edward Urban, can be reached at (703)-305-4385. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: (703) 872-9306 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

Charles Chow & 4 ^ v 

December 29, 2003. <z ~2 ^, _ 



EDWARD F. URBAM 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CEWTER 2600 




